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Safe in his truck, a telecperator repairs line by remote control.
PHILADELPHIA, PA—TOMCAT (Teleoperator for Opera-

1551
Wielding a manipulator arm similartot used in Shut-
ions, TOMCAT is guided with a video camera by an
operatorinatruck. I he manipulator has the same degree of
freedom as a human hand, plus continuous 360° wrist rota-
tion. Once led through an operation, the manipulator re-
peats movements forward or backward.

Designed by Kraft Oceanic Systems to operate underwa-
ter, the manipulator can ¢ work in water-filled manholes
and other wet environments.

Utilities have already tested prototype TOMCATS,
changing insulation on live high-voltage lines and cleaning
transformers in nuclear plants.
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